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Rained missiles on the warriors.

And yet, for all they strove and fought.

They could not stand 'gainst this onslaught.                              800

Whoever 'twas brought up the rear.

The king was of the first to dare

Make entrance in the town, and then

There followed him ten thousand men.

Then had ye heard our men outcry

And storm and slash with fearsome shout,
And wound and smite and lay about.
They had seized Messina long before
A priest had said his matins o'er $                                                 81 o
Many had perished in the city
If the king had not taken pity.
And ye may know of surety
That much was lost of property
When they successfully attacked
The town. It speedily was sacked 5
Their galleys were destroyed and burned,
Which were not poor or to be spurned.
And there were women taken, fair
And excellent and debonair.                                                        820
I could not find the truth out wholly,
But whether sense it were or folly,
Before our own host was aware,
The French had seen flung to the air
Atop the walls our flags and banners
At many points, in many manners.
Which in the French king did create
Envy that time will ne'er abate.
And herewith was the warring born
Whereby was Normandy sore torn.52                                         830
52 This, of course, refers to the war which broke out in Normandy after Philip's
return from the crusade. The fighting" continued throughout the reign of Richard and
was resumed after his death in the struggle between Philip and John, which ended only
with the complete conquest of Normandy by the French.